














Start north, in tiny Elkton (I-5 exit 162,
Hwy 38 through Drain), with two tasting
rooms in the “downtown,” two at vineyards:
Four wineries thrive here, three small, one
hefty. Anindor has a tasting room in town;
they’re producing good Gewdrztraminer,
Riesling, pinots noir and gris, all salmon safe.
Bradley Vineyards tastes at the vineyard,
as does River’s Edge; both are committed
to pinot noir. The area’s biggest producer
is Brandborg, and Terry Brandborg is also
one of the valley’s (and the state’s) most
respected and experienced winemakers. The
Elkton tasting room is spacious, modern
and attractive; even more attractive are the
wines. Brandborg’s pinot noir is superb,
the 2006 version called “Love Puppets”
pure gold. Take time to nosh at Tomaselli's
Pastry Mill and Café, then wind along the
milky-jade rush of the Umpqua River, back
to I-5.

Exit 150, come to refurbed country
house, tasting room for Sienna Ridge
Estate. Meet Susan Turner, manager, who
not only guides guests through a wide
array of wines but also provides nibbles of
crackers, cheeses, and homemade tasties

crafted to match each wine. Sienna’s wines
are excellent, especially their whites. Load
up; they’re often hard to find.

South on Goodrich Hwy., wheel in at
MarshAnne Landing and sample the
hospitality of Greg and Fran Cramer in
their beautiful new tasting room and sip
their Bordeaux- and Rhone-style reds, big
reds with zippy spice, made for food.

Back to the freeway, off at Exit 136:
Fort McKay Rd. to Henry Estate Winery,
another pioneer vineyard, homesteaded
in 1865, planted grapes 1971, making a
diversity of wines but noted for distinctive
chardonnay, dry Gewdrztraminer, pinot noir
and, lately, pinot gris, plus some knockout
dessert wines.

Just north of Henry, on Cole Road,
Misty Oaks is just getting started, aiming
to make distinguished pinot noir. Just south
of Henry, a string of boutique wineries
has sprung up along Garden Valley Road,
selling their wares only in their tasting
rooms (so far), some of them making
surprising varieties: Reustle Prayer Rock,
for instance, produces a very promising
version of the Austrian varietal called

Umpqua Valley Wineries

umpquavalleywineries.org Exit 162
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Gruner Veltliner (they call it Gru-V). Becker
Vineyard this year released its first wine, a
yummy 2007 pinot gris, with more to come,
including big reds cabernet sauvignon
and syrah. Julianna Vineyards opened its
tasting room this year and will be offering
warm-region whites like sauvignon blanc
and Semillon, plus cabernets franc and
sauvignon and merlot. Palotai Vineyard
boasts “Old World craftsmanship” and
some unusual wines; gotta try Bull's Blood,
Bella Bianca, Indigo, right?

Across the river, Melrose Road and
Melrose Vineyards, the best-stocked
tasting room in the valley, is run by Deedy
Parker while Wayne Parker, a guy with
a “farming habit,” cultivates grapes and
describes Umpqua as “land of a hundred
valleys” each with distinct terroir (French

term for something like ‘soil flavors’).
White wines are round and ripe, and 2005
Umpqua Valley Pinot Noir a tasty bargain.
All the wines sold on-site only.

A few klicks due west lies HillCrest
Vineyards, oldest in Oregon, yielding very
good viognier and syrah, sold only on-site,
and it's a sight to see.

Okay, breathe, break: Take a charming
room at Morning Glory B&B, let Jane
Frost whip up dinner and delish breakfast
while Tom tends an elegant table in deep-
country setting. Sleep tight. Wake to a
gaggle of geese and pots of hot coffee,
ready for Round II:

Dip due south on Colonial Road, to
Abacela, Earl and Hilda Jones’ dream-site
for recreating in America a piece of their
beloved Spain, complete with wines made
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from Spain’s greatest grapes: tempranillo
for big red, Albarino for floral white (a
parking lot sign points a finger east and
reads “Rioja 5469 mi.”). The Joneses are
going to be hard to keep up with: They
have one of the most distinctive sites in
the state, from Cobblestone Hill to Chaotic
Ridge, plus some of the most breathtaking
views anywhere — and their wines, top to
bottom, are just outstanding, the Spanish
varietals drawing rave reviews from
international wine press. But do NOT miss
Earl’s Port, the real thing.

West to Girardet, planted in 1971 by one
of Oregon wine’s gentlemen, Philippe Girardet,
to grow Rhone varietals of his home country.
Son Marc has now taken charge of winemaking.
Some of their best are “made” wines, blends
of various grapes to achieve a house style;
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Girardet Grand Rouge, for instance, is always
flavorful, food-friendly and a bargain.

Eastward, through Winston (Safari if
you can), through Dillard, to Spangler
Vineyards and a virtual barrage of
blockbuster wines. The whites are lovely, the
2006 viognier a gold-medal winner with
great style and fruit. But the reds are moon-
shots, especially cabernet franc, merlot,
cabernet sauvignon, drop-dead 2006 syrah
reserve and shocking '06 petite syrah. Pat
and Loree Spangler are not only producing
super wines, but they are among the folks
whose passions are reshaping, revitalizing,
re-imagining the Umpqua Valley.

This beautiful place, we predict, will soon
define itself as a destination for lovers of
beautiful lands, lively rivers and genuinely
great wines. Come see. o
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A VINEYARD & WINERY UNDER THE OREGON SUN

Tasting Room Open Daily 11-5
Visit the beautiful Umpgqua Valley. Only an
hour south on 1-5 from the Eugene area!
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OREGON
WINE CLUB"

The finest
Oregon wines
at your doorstep

every month.
(We know them all!)

1-800-WINE CLB
OregonWineClub.net
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